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A NOTE FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM 

Welcome to our September / October magazine!   

Thanks so much to all our contributors—especially the new voices—for 

sharing such interes�ng and inspiring content. You help keep things fresh 

and meaningful for everyone reading along. 

 

We’d love to keep hearing from you, so please keep sending in your stories, 

thoughts, and photos. 

 

Thanks again for all your support. Hope you're staying safe and well. Take 

care and God bless 

Claire 
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WORDS FROM REVEREND SUE 

Founda�ons in Christ 

 

On 3
rd

 October 2025 Archbishop elect 

Cherry Vann will rededicate St  Cadoc’s 

following the major refurbishment which 

took several years of planning and 15 

months to complete. A key element of 

the service will include placing a Time 

Capsule in the centre of the stone 

labyrinth, capturing this significant 

moment in the long history of the 

church. 

 

In the book of Ezra, we read about the 

founda�on being laid for the second temple. When the builders laid the founda�on of 

the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and the 

Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the Lord, as 

prescribed by David king of Israel. With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: 

“He is good; His love to Israel endures forever.” (Ezra 3:10-11) 

 

This was a major moment for Israel and the first sign of hope in 70 years. Not all were 

joyous. Many of the older priests, Levites, and family heads who had seen the former 

temple wept aloud when they saw the founda�on of this temple being laid, while many 

others shouted for joy. (Ezra 3:12)  

 

The prophet Haggai (580BC) reaffirmed the significance of the second temple being 

built and the promise of God’s blessing: “From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day 

of the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the founda!on of the Lord’s 

temple was laid.  Give careful thought: Is there yet any seed le9 in the barn? Un!l now, 

the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit. From 

this day on I will bless you.” (Haggai 2:15-19) 

 

Our founda�on starts with Christ.  In Ma@hew 16:6, Simon Peter declared, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.” The bedrock of our faith is believing that Jesus is the 

Son of God and our Saviour. St Paul wrote, “By the grace God has given me, I laid a 

founda!on as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it.  But each one 

should be careful how he builds.  For no one can lay any founda!on other than the one 

already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 

 

Jesus is our star�ng point when it comes to faith. St Paul in the le@er to the Ephesians 
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WORDS FROM REVEREND SUE —continued 

4:22-24 reminds us ‘to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceiCul 

desires; to be made new in the aDtude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 

created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness’. 

 

What is faith?  Hebrews 11:1-3 answers that ques�on: ‘Now faith is being sure of what 

we hope for and certain of what we do not see’. These are considered to be the 

founda�onal doctrines we need to understand as we enter into our new life in Jesus 

Christ. Being a member of Christ’s Church is more than a@ending a mee�ng or going to 

a building. It is a rela�onal way of life together as we pursue His mission on the earth. J. 

I. Packer (English-Canadian theologian, 1926–2020) said it well when he summed up the 

church’s mission: “The task of the church is to make the invisible kingdom visible as we 

live God’s values and presence among us in front of a watching world.”  

 

Christ is building His Church at St Cadoc’s. As a part of the body of Christ, we are to build 

in coopera�on and under the headship of Christ, with the strength of Christ, and for the 

glory of Christ.  

 

Church history shows us how Christ has been faithfully building His Church. Irenaeus, in 

his apologe�c Against Heresies, fought against serious threats to the church from false 

teachers. This brought the needed theological arguments against damning false 

teaching. The Gutenberg Bible (mid-15th century) marked the beginning of a revolu�on 

in human communica�ons every bit as influen�al as the birth of the World Wide Web. 

Through those efforts, Christ was building His Church. Coming out of the Dark Ages, 

Reforma�on truths were recovered. In and through faithful men and women, Christ was 

building His Church.  

 

In Ephesians 2, St Paul writes how the Church is “built on the founda!on of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.” The first apostles laid the 

founda�on, and we are called to build on that founda�on. The early church con�nually 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.  

 

In observing church history, there are many �mes it appeared defeated—locked up, 

bound in by gates of persecu�on, false teaching, and death. But Christ con�nues to 

build. As martyrs spilled their blood, it became the seed for the gospel to spread and 

flourish even more. Henry Martyn (Anglican Priest, Missionary and theologian 1781-

1812) wrote, “You cannot harm me, you can only kill me.”  

 

The refurbishment of St Cadoc’s is a pivotal moment in the life of the church.  It offers 

an opportunity to explore new forms of worship and mission. It serves as a reminder 

that God is faithful to His word. He who began a good work in us will carry it to 

comple�on. 
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 WORDS FROM REVEREND SUE —continued 

My prayer con�nues to be that St Cadoc’s will be a house of prayer and healing. But 

also, a place for the broken, weak and vulnerable; the strong and whole; the young and 

old; the sad and happy. A place for you.  

 

For the Lord is good; His loving devo!on endures forever." Ezra 3:11 

 

With Love in Christ, 

Rev Sue 
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The simple acts of kindness shown by each of these hats will be 

warmly welcomed by those who will wear them. Thank you!  

KNITTING FOR MISSION TO SEAFARERS 

Please may I ask you all kni@ers who have been kniNng Beanie hats for the 

Mission to Seafarers to bring them to one of our Sunday services.  Our 

contribu�ons are always appreciated as it’s always chilly in the wind when ships 

are far out to sea. The hats are given to seafarers on board ships docking in our 

South Wales ports.  It’s lovely that we can show the crewmen our apprecia�on for 

their hard and oOen dangerous work at sea which benefits us all in so many ways.  

Please bring the hats to a Sunday service—NO later than Sunday, October 12th. 

  Many thanks.  Veronica Jenkins 
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     MISSION—”WAR CHILD” 
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     WHAT’S GOING ON AT ST CADOC’S 



 11 

 

     A ROCHA PRAYERS FOR CREATION 

Loving God, Creator of all, we thank you for the beauty of Creation; 
Show us, we pray, how to respect the fragile balance of life. 
 
Guide by your wisdom those who have power to care for or to destroy 
the environment, that by the decisions we make, life may be cherished and 
a good and fruitful earth be preserved for future generations; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
Creator God, your name is written on every leaf, every bird, every river, 
every stone and every living being. 
 
We praise and worship you for the magnificence of your creation. 
 
Make us attentive to the wounds of the earth and willing to work for the 
healing of the whole creation, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen 
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     SHOEBOXES FOR CHRISTMAS 

It’s the �me of year when like it or 

not, we plan ahead for Christmas!  

Every year people throughout the 

UK fill and send shoe boxes to 

chari�es for distribu�on to those in 

dire need at Christmas.   Churches 

Together locally are organising the 

annual Shoe Box Appeal, on behalf 

of Blythswood Care.   Please see 

here for instruc�ons as to how you 

can help this worthy cause.  

If you would like to take part, 

please collect a leaflet, either from 

the back of the church, or contact 

me on 01633 422051, and I’ll make 

sure you have one.  Last year our 

parishioners were extremely 

generous, and the need has not 

diminished. 

I would add one caveat; please 

don’t send in your box without an 

official checklist form, which is part 

of the leaflet.  Several of you sent in 

boxes with home - made lists 

a@ached to the front, and our local 

organiser Myra AshcroO,  had to 

open all of them, check the contents 

and fill in the correct form.  This was 

really �me consuming.  

Please support as enthusias�cally as you always do.  Thank you.   

Chris Purkiss 

PLEASE BRING IN YOUR 

FILLED BOXES, WITH A 

COMPLETED FORM STUCK 

ONTO THE LID, TO A 

SERVICE IN THE SCHOOL 

BY 25TH OCTOBER 2025 
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  Example Checklist 
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REFLECTIONS OF AN OLD GEEZER ABOUT GOD AND 

HOW WE RELATE TO HIM 

13.  The Purpose of Church 

For someone outside of the Church, (i.e. the universal Chris�an Church, including all 

denomina�ons), and listening to or reading the news media, it is easy to wonder why 

anyone would want to join such an ins�tu�on. So many Church leaders and people of 

influence con�nue to undermine the moral authority of the Church. Will the stories of 

abuse ever end? Will abuse of the vulnerable ever stop?   

 

When will the Church learn that a policy of “least said, soonest mended” is the very 

thing that brings the Church into disrepute? It gives licence to the wicked to con�nue. In 

the face of collec�ve silence, those who are disgusted lose hope and leave, while those 

who might consider joining are easily dissuaded from doing so by friends and family 

who have a ready list of reasons from everyday news to be concerned.  

 

What has happened? Are people no longer interested in a God of love, or do they doubt 

that such a God is real? Realis�cally, few people differen�ate between God and the 

Church. When they hear bad news about the Church, they ask what kind of God allows 

that? How can such a God possibly be love? 

 

As a result, it should come as no surprise that the Church is dying in the rela�vely 

affluent, educated and social media-saturated West, where people are free to ques�on 

and choose for themselves, or be influenced by ill-informed prejudice. 

 

Those of us who remain in the Church know that there is much more to Church than the 

bad behaviour of some leaders and people of influence who let us down. But knowing 

and cherishing the goodness of God and enjoying his blessings does not absolve us of 

the responsibility of being disciples of Jesus.  

 

We need to be the Church that Christ calls us to be. We should step back from all the 

confusion and take stock. We need to acknowledge that in so many ways the Church 

has lost the plot. If we want growth, we need to take a good hard look at ourselves and 

ques�on whether we truly understand the purpose of Christ’s Church. If we aren’t 

willing to do this, we should resign ourselves to managing our con�nued decline and get 

ready to hand our beau�ful, newly renovated church over to become no more than a 

community space, the new town hall. 

 

Doing more of the same and expec�ng a different result is delusional. It truly is the 

defini�on of insanity. 
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When I look around our Church, I see so many people in the autumn of life, like me. 

We’ve done our bit, and it would be good to relax and enjoy what blessings we have 

leO. However, a good friend recently pointed out to me that autumn is the �me of 

harvest. God needs help with that harvest, and he has a purpose for those of us with 

�me on our hands. 

 

So, what is Christ’s purpose for his Church? Is it to go to Church on Sunday and try to be 

good people, or is it perhaps more than that?  

 

Jesus was very specific about what he expects of his Church.   Before he ascended into 

heaven, Jesus ordered the twelve to meet him at the mountain chosen for his 

ascension. He ordered them to be there, knowing that some s�ll doubted and might 

not have come. He obviously had something important to say. They were the 

founda�on of his Church, and he wanted to make sure there was no doubt that he 

expected them to con�nue the work he started, to bring about peace and joy for the 

whole world, by choosing to live under the reign of God’s love, here and now.  

 

We should bear in mind that this was not Jesus, who had surrendered to the limita�ons 

of being human, giving this commission. This was the risen Christ Eternal, one in the 

Holy Trinity. This was a command directly from God. In his opening words Jesus 

confirms this.  

‘The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 

When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said 

to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all na!ons, bap!sing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, un!l the end of the age.”’ Ma@: 28:16-20 

 

“All power in heaven and earth has been given to me…”   Jesus confirms he is speaking 

as Christ Eternal. Only God has all power in heaven and earth. This is a command from 

God. “Go, therefore…”  

 

Because he has invoked his full authority as our God, this is a command that Jesus 

clearly expects all his disciples throughout the genera�ons to obey. This is God’s Great 

Commission to his Church. We are a missionary Church. It is not enough to put a sign 

up saying all are welcome. We are sent out.  “and make disciples of all na!ons…”  

The purpose of Church is to make disciples. A disciple is a learner following a Master. 

We are disciples of Jesus. The measure of our discipleship is not a belief in exclusive 

religious ins�tu�onal teaching, but our behaviour as followers of Jesus. “It is by your 

love for one another, that you will be recognised as my disciples.” 

 

“bap!sing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit…”  
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Bap�sm is about being welcomed to belong in God’s family, his Church, with all the 

rights and responsibili�es that go with that. 

 

“teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you…”  

Jesus gave us several commandments. His first commandment was to link love of God 

with love of neighbour in the Great Commandment. 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God...”  

Loving God certainly involves prayer, praise and worship but to truly love God we need 

to align our life and ac�on with what God does – he loves all his crea�on, which is why 

Jesus linked loving our neighbour and ourselves with loving God. He also made it clear 

that this was the sole purpose of the whole law and all the teachings of the prophets. 

 

“You shall love your neighbour, as yourself.”  

From the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus gave us a very broad defini�on of who 

our neighbour is and that love means far more than lip service and obeying doctrine 

and dogma. We also need to love ourselves, which should not be confused with 

narcissis�c self-love, but rather self-respect and making sure that our needs (not our 

wants) are met, so we are able to help meet the needs of others.  

 

“And behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age…” 

This relates to Jesus’ command at the Last Supper for us to “do this in memory of me.” 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith, a giO Jesus gave us to become the 

Body of Christ, his Church, to go out together, through him, with him and in him, to 

bring God’s love to all the world. This is how we love God best. We cannot love God, 

without loving our neighbour.  

 

From the earliest �me there have been key Church prac�ces that relate directly to 

fulfilling the purpose of Church that Jesus gave us, before he ascended into heaven. If 

we fail in any one of them, we will not be successful in carrying out his command to 

make disciples of all na�ons and rather than growing, we will con�nue to die as a 

Church.  

 

The original ancient key prac�ces of Church in Greek are: 

 

Leiturgia – Embracing and loving God in prayer, praise, worship and oneness in a Holy 

Communion in the Eucharist. 

Koinonia – Welcoming all to belong and build up God’s family, our Church community. 

Didache – Teaching and encouraging Jesus’ disciples to love one another as he loves us 

and obey all he commanded us. 

Diakonia – Going out together as the Body of Christ to minister to the needs of those 

around us and share God’s love throughout our wider community. 

Kerygma – Sharing the Good News that the kingdom of God is at hand and all are 
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welcome to live under his reign of love, as disciples of Jesus. 

When we look at the gap between where Christ calls us to be, and where the Chris�an 

Church is in our affluent West, it is very easy to become disheartened.  

 

I have a wonderful book called “I am with you” by John Wooley. I call it my telephone to 

God because when I am feeling down (and I remember!) I say a li@le prayer for 

guidance and then randomly open the book. The message I get is always highly 

per�nent to the issue I am facing. And oOen, when I doubt and I’m locked in my own 

nega�ve thoughts, a quiet message pops into my head: “Open the book.” 

 

I felt quite disheartened aOer wri�ng this reflec�on and was full of doubt. “Really Lord? 

Is this what you want? Let’s get real here, it’s not going to make any difference. I’m just 

going to upset people.” Immediately the message popped into my head: “Open the 

book” and this is what I received: 

 

“I have to teach My followers submission to My will when it is not easy. I have to see 

their willingness to follow a hard road, and to make sacrifices for My sake.    

 

When I see the submissive heart, I can show the more joyous side of My will - the resCul 

communion with Me, the enjoyment of Myself, My gi9s and My world - which I want 

them to have, because I love them so very much! My influence then cannot help 

working, and My plans going forward.  

 

To reveal, at the outset, the many rewards of life with Me would produce the wrong 

mo!ve for acceptance of My will. Only when I see unques!oning obedience, can I then 

shower My love and peace - and reveal the enjoyment of them as being just as truly My 

will, as are sacrifice and duty. 

 

If only My people had a heart which would reverence and obey Me.  

(Deuteronomy 5.29)” 

 

Once again, I was reminded of Jesus’ promise: “and behold I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age.” 

 

Through Jesus, with him and in him, all things are possible.  

 

Over the course of future reflec�ons, I will explore in greater depth how these key 

prac�ces of Church translate into the world we live in today.  

 

God bless, Des 
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July/August 2025 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

We welcome into the life and fellowship of the Church 

3rd August  Liepa Davies 

9th August  Elora Violet Haran Jones 

10th August  Alexander Joshua Freddie Patel 

17th August  Charlo@e Elizabeth Holmes 

23rd August  Edward Ma@hias Buckley 

24th August  Imogen Belle Tapsell 

 

 

HOLY MATRIMONY / RENEWAL OF VOWS 

We offer our congratulations to the following couples 

 

10th August  Ashleigh Alexandra Whiting and Curtis Dipesh Lee Patel, St  

   Cadoc’s 

  

FUNERAL 

We offer our deepest sympathy to the rela&ves  

  

4th July  Patricia Carol Champion, Gwent Crematorium 

8th July  Anthony Edwards, St Cadoc’s 

10th July  Joy Miriam Anne Blakemore, St Cadoc’s 

15th July  Margaret Rose Skyrme, St Cadoc’s 

16th July  Ronald Lyttle, Langstone Vale Crematorium 

24th July  Marie Rose Evans, Langstone Vale Crematorium 

 

5th August  Joan Hilda Ballinger, St Cadoc’s 

23rd August  Julia Alice Triterelli, Interment of Ashes, St Cadoc’s 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
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Vicar Rev’d Sue Pra@en   The Vicarage, Caerleon 

 01633 421485  vicar.stcadocs@gmail.com 

 

Please contact Rev’d Sue about bap�sms, marriages, funerals and pastoral visi�ng.  

For informa�on about other parish ma@ers or church services, please contact the 

churchwarden. 

 

Churchwarden    Ralph Wessel: ralph@ac�vethread.net  /   

    07941967166  

 

Safeguarding Coordinator Graham Davies 01633 485074   

 

Health and Safety Officer Tim Ford  0771 168 3454  

 

Beechwood MA Leader  Canon David Ma@hews (Area Dean and MAL) 

   ssjuliusandaaron@gmail.com 

  

WHO’S WHO 

01633 278546 

01633 278546 
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